New Haven Register - Tax on residences actually rises 14.5%

8/8/08 7:35 AM

NewHavenRegister.com Gl

MARKETPLACE

NewTHavenRegister

Enter Search Words Last 30 days Search

Your CT Central
Network

CTCentral.com
NewHavenRegister.com
NewBritainHerald.com
BristolPress.com
RegisterCitizen.com
MiddletownPress.com
PlayNewHaven.com
RegistroCT.com
ConnecticutMag.com
Other CT Publications
All Publications

Partly cloudy 63°
5 Day Forecast

marketplace , 8%,

Jobs
Real Estate
Rentals
Autos
Shopping
Special Sections
Yellow Pages
Classifieds
Place An Ad

Subscribe
Place an Ad
ePaper
Photo Reprints
Story Archives

Contact Us

MEMORIES

Death Notices
Anniversaries

OTHER NEW HAVEN

Tax on residences actually rises
14.5%

By Elizabeth Benton, Register Staff
08/08/2008

Tax on residences
actually rises 14.5%

Cat owner’s cruelty
case continued

Cheshire real estate
investor guilty in theft of
$68G from clients
Housing agency is 8
units from goal

Yale researcher who
uses mice in her work
in line for PETA ‘award’

City Stories: A tale to
tell in New Haven

Farmers market to
include health fair
BLOG: Plainly Speaking
BLOG: EIm City Express
BLOG: Beachcombing
More New Haven

Email to a friend [ElPost a Comment & Printer-friendly

NEW HAVEN — It's old news
by now, but the often-cited 9.8
percent “average” tax
increase for homeowners is
well below average.

Advertisement
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WHILE SERVING YOUR COUNTRY.

It's more like 14.5 percent.

Mayor John DeStefano Jr.
first provided the 9.8 figure to
reporters at a May press
conference, and the number
was printed often, although
sometimes as 9 percent,
without correction or
clarification.

But Wednesday, in response
to an inquiry, spokeswoman
Jessica Mayorga said it was
the increase in all tax bills, including commercial and motor vehicle (which declined on
average), that grew 9.8 percent.
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While other media outlets also reported following the May press conference the 9.8
increase applied to the average homeowner, Mayorga disputes that increase was
misstated by City Hall.

“Perhaps we presented it in a way that wasn'’t clear,” Mayorga said.

According to Joe Clerkin, city budget and management supervisor, homeowners saw
tax increases anywhere between zero to 78 percent (a property whose assessment
grew from $9,000 to $189,000), but the majority of residents experienced increases
between 10 percent to 20 percent.

Payments on car taxes and the first half of annual home property taxes were due Aug.
1.

While the city’s budget for fiscal 2008-09 kept the tax rate at 42.2 mills, tax bills rose for
most homeowners due to revaluation. New assessments are being phased in over five
years.

Elizabeth Benton can be reached at 789-5714 or ebenton@nhregister.com.
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